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“Last decades we discovered what we can do, now it is time to learn what we should do.”  

(John Porter) 

I was honoured to be a guest in Iasi, a fascinating 

city, home to the oldest Romanian Medical School (Grigore 

Popa University of Medicine and Pharmacy, since 1779). It 

is a pleasure to me to write my impressions on this famous 

old medical school, at its 140 ° anniversary.  

I had the opportunity to be invited three times to 

the surgical department in Iasi by Professor Eugen 

Tarcoveanu and Professor Radu Popa for lectures on 

vascular surgery (2011, 2014 and 2019). 

The first invitation was for a surgical course in 

2011, together with Professor Van Hee (Antwerp) and 

Professor Mendes da Costa (Brussels), followed in 2014 by 

a second surgical workshop and in 2019 by the Romanian 

Society of Vascular Surgery, organizing the second 

workshop of Vascular Surgery (17-19 October 2019). 

The attendant participants to these surgical 

workshops are very interested in the Belgian experience 

with care of vascular patients. They are aware of recent 

progresses in vascular and endovascular procedures, even if 

many Romanian hospitals do not yet dispose of the newest 

tools. 

Besides the academic lectures, I was also invited 

to give some general courses to the young medical students. 

I visited the „Saint Spiridon” Hospital and its 

surgical pavilion. There I could see patients from all over 

north-east Romania with advanced vascular disease. At the 

surgical floor I could observe the helpfulness of the nurses 

and medical staff towards their patients. They work hard, 

aware of the complexity of vascular disease, often 

presenting to them in an advanced stage. 

Both professors bore testimony to the critical 

attributes if a successful surgeon: skill, passion, service and 

optimism. Clinical examination, sound judgment and 

Doppler-ultrasound are the basic investigation tools for 

diagnosis, since multi-slice computed tomography and 

magnetic resonance are not always at the disposal to the 

surgeon. Professor Tarcoveanu entrusted me some of his 

patients, to operate them with him. Both professors have the 

merit to have introduced new tools and techniques in their 

department, such as laparoscopic surgery, endovascular 

stenting and endo-venous thermo-ablation. They proved that 

modern surgery can be performed inside the setting of the 

old pavilion-building of the „Saint Spiridon” Hospital. 
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Culture and religious life have molded the unique 

character of Iasi. 

Iasi is not only the leading academic center of 

Moldavia, it is also a testimony of the past, when it was the 

capital of the Principality of Moldavia in the 19° century.  

During my three stays in Iasi, I could see how fast 

the Romanians progress, with acquisition of modern 

facilities since their integration in the European community. 

Hospital equipment is continuously renovated. At each visit 

the city center of Iasi had changed with new buildings (Palas 

shopping mall, hotel “International”) and restored historical 

monuments (neogothic Cultural Palace, Metropolitan 

Cathedral , Trei Ierarchi Monastery with its famous stone 

embroidery, Hall of Lost Foot Steps in the Alexandru Ioan 

Cuza University building).  

I discovered the religious heritage, such as cultural 

festivals and the huge pilgrimage in October to 

commemorate the relics of Saint Paraschiva. Iasi assembles 

one hundred churches and ten monasteries. In the evening, I 

attended to a concert by the Moldova State Philharmonic 

Orchestra. Professor Tarcoveanu invited me twice for a trip 

to famous Moldavian monasteries outside Iasi, with their 

brodery and painting workrooms. I could also admire the 

famous façade paintings on churches. 

Both professors made enormous efforts to make 

my stay in Iasi unforgettable. Their cultural background is 

enormous in all aspects. Let me express my admiration and 

gratitude to Professor Tarcoveanu and Professor Popa for 

the warm and friendly welcome they reserved to me at each 

visit to Iasi.   
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